
Driving manufacturing SME transformation towards green, digital and social sustainability .

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union. Neither the
European Union nor the European Health and Digital Executive Agency (HADEA) can be held responsible for them.

Transformation and funding opportunities for
German manufacturing SMEs

Nelli Kononova



greenSME Project 
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Horizon Europe 
Cluster 4 Resilience

Duration: 
3 years (2022-2025)

Budget:
5M (3M  FSTP)

Coordinator: 

9 partners 6 countries

(DE, DK, ES, IT, PL, PT) 



greenSME Objectives
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Objective 1. 
Build a sustainable 
manufacturing SME 
innovation community: 
greenSMEHUB

Objective 2. 
Strengthen manufacturing 
SMEs capacity for AT 
adoption for sustainability

Objective 3. 
Sustainability principles 
adoption by manufacturing 
SMEs

Goal: support SMEs in activities towards more sustainable performance 
(technological and /or social innovation) with funding short projects

AT = Advanced technologies



Advanced Technologies and social/environmental services

Advanced technologies

Big Data

Advanced Materials

Blockchain

Internet of Things (IoT)

Artificial Intelligence

Augmented & Virtual 
Reality

Photonics

(Cyber)Security

Robotics

Industrial 
Biotechnology 

Connectivity (IT for) Mobility 

…

Life Cycle Assessment

Social Innovation

Environmental services

Life Cycle Costing

Resources 
Management

Carbon Footprint

Sustainability Life 
Cycle Assessment

Business model
revision

Designing new
leadership skills

Designing collaborative
relationships with key partners

Workers’ re- and
upskilling



Examples from the Open Call #1

• Carbon and Water Footprint 
calculation + implementation 
in IT solution

• Installation of new lab 
equipment for more efficient 
material flows

• Revision of business model for 
more sustainablility in core 
activities

• AI implementation for quality 
management in food industry

• 3D overprinting technology for 
PCBs

• Technology for manufacturing  
bio-based implants 
• and many more..



Register in the HUB: https://greensmehub.eu/register/

Undergo Self-Assessment (in an online tool)

Make the Action Plan (with support from our experts – e.g. online-workshops)

Find your accredited providers (technology, social innovation and environmental 
services)

Write a proposal for the open call 

greenSME Pathway for SMEs 

https://greensmehub.eu/register/


Deadline Open Call: 
31/07/2024

Deadline Self-
assessment 
01/07/2024

35.000

6 Months

Open Call #2: main information

+ Who can apply? A consortium made by 

• Accredited Sustainability and/ or Technology Provider(s) 
- max 2

• Manufacturing SMEs

+ Nace Code C: primary or secondary

+ Submission: apply your project proposal before the 
deadline

www.greensmehub.eu/open-calls/
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Konsortium
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Industriecluster:


